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By His Third Great Nephew, Michael T. Tracy 

 
Henry Millar Buist was the fifth child of Thomas Buist (1789-1829) and grew up with the rest of his 
siblings at Feddinch in Cameron Parish, Fifeshire.  By 1841, he was working at the Kirkton of Largo in 
Upper Largo as a millwright and later relocated south to Cheltenham, Gloucester, England where he met 
Elizabeth Lockhart and shortly later they were married.  While at Cheltenham they had six children.  By 
1872-79 the family left England bound for Sac County, Iowa where Henry settled on a farm and began 
farming his lands.  This then is the narrative of the life and times of Henry Millar Buist. 
 
Early years 

 
Henry Millar Buist was born in humble circumstances on Monday, 13 April 1818 at Feddinch in Cameron 
Parish, Fife to Thomas Buist, Head Gardener at Feddinch, St. Andrews, Fife and Elizabeth Christie, the 
fifth child of eight.1  He was baptized at Cameron Parish, Fife on Sunday, 19 April 1818.2 
 

 
Fig.1. Baptismal Record of Henry Millar Buist, 19 April 1818, Cameron Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
Feddinch is located about “one-half a mile east by north from Winthank [and described as] a large 
farmhouse two stories high with office and thrashing machine all in good repair.  There is a garden 
attached and a farm of about 215 acres of arable land.”3  
 

 
Fig.2. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

                                                           
1 Baptismal Record of Henry Millar Buist, 19 April 1818, Cameron Parish Records, Old Parish Records 412/0010 0280 
2 Baptismal Record of Henry Millar Buist, 19 April 1818, Cameron Parish Records, Old Parish Records 412/0010 0280 
3 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 62, OS1/13/62/16 



 
Fig.3. Ordnance Survey Map showing Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 

 
Fig.4. Cottage at Feddinch where Henry Buist was born and raised, Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fife, 

Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 
After growing up he began working as a millwright in Fife.  According to the 1841 Scotland Census for 
Kirkton of Largo, (Upper) Largo Parish, Fife he was listed as being 20 years of age and a millwright.4  
Kirkton of Largo at this period of time was a small village near the western boundary of the parish about 
three-quarters of a mile from the sea. 
 

                                                           
4 1841 Scotland Census for Kirkton, Largo Parish, Fife; Enumeration District Number 3, Page 7 



 
Fig.5. 1841 Scotland Census for Kirkton of Largo, (Upper) Largo, Fife listing Henry Buist 

 
Buist left Largo Parish, Fife in about 1847 and settled in Cheltenham, Gloucester, England most likely for 
better employment opportunities.  Cheltenham is a market town and Henry Buist was a millwright there 
as well.  He married Elizabeth Lockhart on Friday, 28 April 1848 at the Church of St. Mary the Virgin in 
Forthampton Parish, Gloucester, England.5 
 

                                                           
5 Marriage Record of Henry Buist, 28 April 1848, Forthampton Parish Records, Marriages 1837-1920. Volume 8, GRO Ref. PFC 146 IN 1/8 



 
Fig.6. Marriage Record of Henry Buist, 28 April 1848, Forthhampton Parish Records 

 

 
Fig.7. St. Mary the Virgin Church, Forthampton Parish, Gloucester, England, Photograph Courtesy of 

Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 

Henry was 29 years old at the time of his marriage and Elizabeth was 21 years old.  Forthampton is near 
Tewkesbury and about 8 miles northwest of Cheltenham.  While residing in Cheltenham, Henry and 
Elizabeth Buist had six children.  They were: 
   



Thomas born in February of 18496 and died in June of 1849;7  
Henry Lockhart born in 18508 and died on Saturday, 2 July 1859;9  
Thomas born on Saturday, 19 June 185210 and died on Saturday, 4 March 1922;11  
Robert born on Monday, 29 January 185512 and died on Monday, 4 June 1934;13  
John born on Thursday, 29 January 185714 and died on Saturday, 3 January 1942;15  
Mary Jane born on Saturday, 3 November 186016 and died on Monday, 3 April 1882.17 
 
Cheltenham 
 
By 1861 Buist and his family are residing in the Kingsholm Hamlet of Cheltenham.  According to the 1861 
England Census for Cheltenham, Gloucester it listed Henry as Being 41 years of age and is a millwright 
and his wife Elizabeth Buist is 35 years of age with the following children:  Thomas age 8, Robert age 6, 
John age 4 and Mary age 5.18 
 
On Friday, 4 July 1862 The Western Daily Press Newspaper reported the following:  “Two Months 
Imprisonment.  Mr. Lionel Jones, stealing a box, a purse, and two shillings from Henry Buist at 
Cheltenham.”19 
 
The Buist family, are listed in the 1871 England Census for Cheltenham, Gloucester.  The family is found 
residing at 44 St. Paul’s Street North with Henry being 51 years of age and working as a filler in a sawmill 
and his wife, Elizabeth is 44 with the following children are listed:  Thomas age 18 and a laborer in a 
sawmill; Robert age 15 and a laborer in a sawmill; John age 13 and a photographic printer and Mary Jane 
age 10.20 
 

                                                           
6 Birth Record of Thomas Buist, February 1849, Cheltenham Parish Records, Registration Number 21, Entry Number 361, Gloucester BMD 
Indexes 
7 Death Record of Thomas Buist, June 1849, Cheltenham Parish Records, Registration Number 17, Entry Number 73, Gloucester BMD Indexes 
8 Birth Record of Henry Lockhart Buist, 1850, Cheltenham Parish Records, Registration Number 24, Entry Number 8, Gloucester BMD Indexes 
9 Burial Record of Henry Lockhart Buist, 3 July 1859, Gloucester Borough Cemetery Registers, Ref GBR/L4/4/29, Page 8, Entry Number 108 
10 Birth Record of Thomas Buist, 19 June 1852, Cheltenham Parish Records, Registration Number 28, Entry Number 18, Gloucester BMD Indexes 
11 Death Record of Thomas Buist, 4 March 1922, South Dakota Death Index, 1905-1955. Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA:  Ancestry.com 
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12 Birth Record of Robert Buist, 29 January 1855, Cheltenham Parish Records, Registration Number 32, Entry Number 294, Gloucester BMD 
Indexes 
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Indexes 
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Inc., 2004 
16 Birth Record of Mary Jane Buist, 3 November 1860, Gloucester Parish Records, Registration Number 15, Entry Number 353, Gloucester BMD 
Indexes 
17 Odebolt Chronicle Newspaper, Odebolt, Iowa, 5 April 1882, p. 3 
18 1861 England Census for Cheltenham, Gloucester, England; Pages 2-3 
19 The Western Daily Newspaper, 4 July 1862, p. 3 
20 1871 England Census for Cheltenham, Gloucester, England; Page 6 



 
Fig.8. 1871 England Census for Cheltenham, Gloucester, England listing Henry Buist and Family 

 
Sac County, Iowa, USA 
 
Between the years of 1872-1879, the entire Buist family left Cheltenham, Gloucester, England and 
immigrated to the United States.  There currently are no records that exist showing exactly when the 
family left England bound for the United States.  Advertisements ran across the United States and 
overseas enticing immigrants like the Henry Buist family to come to Sac County, Iowa.  One example was 
noted in the Cedar Rapids Daily Republican Newspaper dated Monday, 2 September 1872.  It stated:  
“Wanted This Spring.  10,000 Farmers.  To improve 1,700,000 acres of the very best farming lands in the 
world, this can now be had at present value for a long time, with six percent interest on deferred 
payments.  These lands comprise the Government Railroad grants along the C & NW; Illinois Central & 
Sioux City & Pacific Railways, and are mainly located in the middle region of western Iowa, noted for its 
salubrious climate, fever and ague being known and inexhaustible soil, finely watered and yet perfectly 
drained district in the best agricultural state in the Union.”21 The family settled in Levey Township, Sac 
County, Iowa, USA by 1879.  According to the 1880 U.S. Federal Census for Levey Township, Sac County, 
Iowa, USA, Henry Buist was listed as being 60 years of age and a farmer.  Elizabeth Buist is now 54 years 
of age with the following children:  Thomas age 28, Robert age 25, John age 25 and Mary Jane age 20.22 
 

                                                           
21 Cedar Rapids Daily Republican Newspaper, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, p. 2 
22 1880 U.S. Federal Census for Levey Township, Sac County, Iowa, USA; Supervisors District Number 4, Enumeration District Number 190, Page 
Number 13, Line Numbers 1-6 



 
Fig.9. 1880 U.S. Federal Census for Levey Township, Sac County, Iowa listing Henry Buist and Family 

 
By the year of 1885, the Buist family, are residing on their farm in Wheeler Township, Sac County, Iowa.  
The Buist farm was located in Township 86, Range 38, Section 21 of Wheeler Township.  According to 
the Iowa State Census for Wheeler Township, Sac County, Iowa, Henry Buist is listed as being 66 years of 
age and a retired farmer and his wife, Elizabeth Buist, is listed as being 59 years of age with the following 
children:  Thomas age 31, John age 27, Robert age 30.23 
 

                                                           
23 1885 Iowa State Census for Wheeler Township, Sac County, Iowa; Page 17 



 
Fig.10. 1885 Iowa State Census for Wheeler Township, Sac County, Iowa 

 
Henry Millar Buist died on Tuesday, 1 August 1893 at the age of 75 in Wheeler Township.  According to 
the Odebolt Chronicle Newspaper dated Thursday, 10 August 1893 “We regret to announce the death of 
Henry Buist at the home of John Buist in Wheeler Township on Tuesday.  Mr. Buist was born in 
Cameron, Scotland on 12 April 1818.  He immigrated to England in 1847 and to Iowa in 1879.  He leaves 
a widow and three sons to mourn his loss.”24  
 
 

 
Fig.11. Odebolt Chronicle Newspaper, Thursday, 10 August 1893, Page 2 

 
He was buried in the Odebolt Cemetery in Odebolt, Iowa, USA on Friday, 4 August 1893. (Lot 81, Row 9) 
 

                                                           
24 Odebolt Chronicle Newspaper, 10 August 1893, p. 2 



By 1900 Elizabeth Buist is living with her son, Robert.  According to the 1900 U.S. Federal Census for 
Wheeler Township, Sac County, Iowa, USA, Robert Buist is listed as being 45 years of age and a farmer, 
his wife, Florence Buist is 34 years of age and his mother Elizabeth Buist is 73 years of age.25  Elizabeth 
Buist died on Saturday, 17 March 1900 at the age of 74.26  She was buried next to her husband Henry on 
Monday, 19 March 1900 in the Odebolt Cemetery along with her children, Mary Jane, Robert and his 
wife Florence. 
 

 
Fig.12. Buist Family Graves at Odebolt Cemetery, Odebolt, Iowa, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. 

Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 
A Man of Fife 
 
Henry Millar Buist, a man of humble circumstances was a millwright most of his life while in Fife and in 
Cheltenham, England.  He left Fife to find a better life and eventually came to the United States with his 
family to forge a life of farming in the heartland of America.  A pioneer of his time, Fife can be very 
proud of one of its own, Henry Millar Buist, a man who never forgot his origins in Fife.  He is 
commemorated here in grateful esteem and recognition by his third great nephew, Michael T. Tracy.  
This work is dedicated to the Memory of Henry Millar Buist. 
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25 1900 U.S. Federal Census for Wheeler Township, Sac County, Iowa, USA:  Supervisors District Number 11, Enumeration District Number 128, 
Sheet Number 3A, Lines 19-21 
26 Odebolt Chronicle Newspaper, 22 March 1900, p. 1 


