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This year Abernethy and Dron and Arngask Parish
Church will undertake a stewardship campaign.
Some church folk may inwardly groan, and some
folk outside the Church may wonder what the fuss
is about.
Stewardship is something Christians do as part of
their faith, like going to church or giving to charity.
We do these things because of what we believe.
Christians believe we are responsible for what we do
with our money. On the one hand we should not
waste money or use it for wrong purposes; on the
other hand we have a duty to continue Jesus’ work
in the world today and that costs money. To say that
the church is always asking for money is to say that
there is still a lot of work to be done.
One of the mistakes to make with stewardship is to
make it an occasional thing, usually when funds are
low or when financial panic sets in. Desperation is
not the best motivation. Nobody gets unfit or over-
weight suddenly - the best remedy is good diet and
regular exercise. So stewardship should be a
regular part of the life of the church. Crash diets do
not work and neither does short term fund raising or
occasional panic stewardship. So we undertake
this campaign from a healthy, strong position. We
are also acting with other local churches. There are
number of benefits from this, such as publicity, and
emphasising that stewardship is something we all do.
Features of this campaign will be familiar leaflets,
meetings, visits to our church members, theme
sermons etc. The central focus is to bring folk to-
gether at gatherings to hear about the church’s work
and how we still make a difference and then to ask
them to review their Christian giving. In the difficult
times of the ‘credit crunch’ some people may
genuinely have less to give or you may give more
effectively by gift aid. You can consider your options.
This is about giving money, without apology, but Is
also about bringing people together and rekindling
interest and enthusiasm. I think every doctor would
recommend sensible diet and healthy exercise for
obvious health benefits. Collecting for Christian Aid
Week requires planning, organisation and effort and
it helps the world’s poorest people. Stewardship
requires planning, effort and determination but it too
brings benefits.                    Rev. Alec Wark.

Hello Readers,
Thanks must be given to those who donated so generously
to get the Newsletter off the ground, viz David Anstice,
Branston Ltd and John McGregor.

Thanks also must be extended to those who gave their time
to help with the distribution thus ensuring a speedy deliv-
ery----- volunteers are always welcome. Whilst on the sub-
ject of distribution, please let any member of the committee
know of any household that did not receive a copy of the
Crier. This is the only way to be sure that we have the cor-
rect number of copies avaible.

The first "Crier" has been greeted with enthusiasm.The feel-
ing I get is that it brings people together by the sharing of
news, which is all important in village life. Being a relatively
small community it is important to share our views, interests
and to be aware of all the associations, clubs etc in the
village.

While writing this, at the end of January,I realise I am think-
ing of events which have been and gone and those yet to
come; reports on events which have taken place and plans
for those in the future----in fact we are already looking as
far forward as June---"THE GALA"and even into October
"THE CRAFT FAIR" Being a quarterly issue at present the
next Crier will be out at the beginning of June; winter activi-
ties well and truly finished, summer in full swing (we hope),
and looking towards autumn again; oh yes! the passage of
time.

The Committee looks forward to receiving articles from
more and more of you out there-----FOR SALE,  WANTED,
COMMENTS (controversial or otherwise), MATTERS of
INTEREST,IDEAS and so on. YOU WRITE IT WE'LL PRINT
IT. As we become more expert and ambitious photographs
will also be welcome.

In this issue I am listing an e-mail addresses as well as the
phone numbers of the committee to facilitate contact.

Contributions for the next "CRIER"should be in the hands of
the committee by 30th April for publication on 1st June.

Have a good read.  Hilda Clow.



As we all know it is coming up to homecoming week to
celebrate Robert Burns.

Abernethy Primary are having a Quiz, Poem Competition
and Burns Supper to celebrate this special time. The winner
of the Burns Competition will receive a shield (and keep it
for the rest of the year!) The Quiz will be for P4 – P7 and
will have three representatives from each class.

Are you getting excited for Robert Burns Day?
Well I am. His homecoming is coming up. I hope there are
going to be ceilidhs. I love them . I usually get embarrassed
with all my silly dancing. Any way, enough about me. Let’s
get to the subject of Robert Burns. My school is holding a
competition. It is about Robert Burns. It is also holding a
Burns Supper. I hope you have as much fun as I will.
By Lois P5/6

This year’s events will take place from Wednesday 3rd
June to Sunday 7th June with the Gala day on Saturday
6th at Powrie Park.  Last year's Gala day was a great suc-
cess, with many new attractions for all the family and of
course fabulous weather and we can only wish for great
weather again this year.  The Gala is only possible due to
the great community spirit that we have in Abernethy and
the hard work and generosity of local people and busi-
nesses on whom we rely on for help with the events, spon-
sorship and raffle prizes.  More details about the week’s
events will follow in the local press.  If you have any sug-
gestions or can help in anyway with the Gala or would
like to join the committee then please get in touch with
Andrea Dewar 01738 850960, email -
andrea.dewar@talktalk.net.  Involvement in this event is a
great way to get to know many people within the village.

In the meantime, we are searching for the 2009 Gala
Queen, so if you would like to nominate a young local
lady of at least 14 years of age who helps out within the
Abernethy community please pick up a nomination form
from Brian Greig's shop, Culdees Tea Room or the doctors’
surgery.  All nominations to be received by Friday 17th
April ‘09.  Any questions relating to the Gala Queen please
contact Jane Brown 01738 850631.

Abernethy Primary School is here and we will stay if we
cheer.
It is hard but fun for every one.
Language, Art, Science and Maths and loads more subjects
we have done,
Making joy for everyone.

Our teachers are great even when we’re separate.
They are so kind, in the line
This makes me shine with the line,
And laughter jumps along.

The kids are fun and fabulous,
They make me want to jump, But when they go all creepy ,
It’s really quite a shock.

So make sure you treat this school like it deserves,
We hope you really do,
Because we help just like you do too.

Everyone is welcome to a fun day at Abernethy Primary
School, with an ecological theme.
There will be a range of stalls and demonstrations as well
as hands on activities for children (and the young at heart!).
Donations of home baking and second hand books will be
very welcome, either the day before or on the day.
Pop the date in your diary now and keep a look out for
posters with more details nearer the date.
Any questions, phone Lorraine 850089 or Kirstie 850957.

Any child who will be five by August 17th 2009 should be
registered for school as soon as possible.

If you have a talent you can share or would like to help in
any capacity please contact the school on 01738 850313.

All are welcome to attend the school’s Easter Church Service
at the Church on Friday, 3rd April at 2pm.
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Free!
'Free to a good home -  2 greenhouses 6' x 8' and 6' x
4', shelving and hotbed - contact Dougie on 07952
376390'



It is hoped to resurrect the
Craft Fair this autumn, to be
on Saturday 24.10.09. The
organising committee is contacting previous
Craft Fair stall holders and would like to
hear from any potential new ones.
If you are interested in having a craft stall at
the Fair please contact Hilda Clow on 850641
or Carolyne Smart on 850458

We walk on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, usually
meeting at 9am at the old Abernethy Hotel car park, sharing
cars or sometimes travelling by bus to our starting point.
Nothing too difficult and walks not exceeding 5 - 6 miles.
Information giving date and venue of next walk is displayed
on the notice board outside the Surgery
Contacts - Alison Smart   01738 850365
              Evelyn Scobie  01738 850496

Abernethy and Dron & Arngask Church and Abernethy Guild will
be holding their spring Coffee Morning on Saturday 18th April in
the Masonic Hall from 10am. Donations for stalls will be much
Appreciated
Tickets £2 or pay at the door on the morning.
Anyone willing to help should contact Kathleen Baird on 01337
840218.

A Charity Ceilidh Dance is to be held on Saturday 7th March in
the Williamson Hall. You will be dancing the night away to the
Lomond Ceilidh Band, the night kicks off at 8pm. All proceeds
Will go to MacMilllan Palliative Care Unit at Perth Royal Infirmary
Bring your own bottle. Tickets including stovies for the bargain
price of £10 from Kathleen Baird on 01337 840218

Abernethy Playgroup provides a quality pre-school education
service for 2 to 5 year-olds in the Abernethy area. It meets
in the Williamson Hall three times a week: Monday,
Wednesday and Friday from 9.30am to 12 noon (during
School term time only). Children can drop in on an ad-hoc
basis or register for a term. Cost per session is £4.50. All are
welcome. For more information telephone Jill on 850106
or pop along and introduce yourself to Angela,
Babs and Mo. our wonderful “Play team”

The Kingdom Draghounds are a very old established Drag-
hunt. They have a meet at GlenTarkie on Sunday,22nd
March at 12 noon. If you enjoy watching hounds at work you
may like to turn up and follow on foot. Most enjoyable but
wrap up warm!

The School Parents Assoc. have
produced a recipe book. It is very good

 value with over 90 recipes for £3.50. Branston very kindly
sponsored the printing so the money from every copy bought
goes to the school. You can buy it at the school reception or
Culdees Tearoom

The Beavers, we meet every Tuesday evening during term
time from 6:30 - 7:30pm.  We will be taking a break for the
whole of January, but will be back in Feb!  Any boy or girl
can join between the ages of 6-8, and anyone interested
should call Inga on 850215. Should anyone have any par-
ticular craft or skill that they could share with us, please get
in touch.

Cubs meet on every Tuesday evening from 7:30-8:30pm and
is open to children from 8-10.  George Mair is in charge and
his number is 850204.
Currently, Abernethy Scouts have joined with Bridge of Earn
call George for information

   NEIL MONCRIEFF SHEPHERD PATON
17 June 1943 - 2 November 2008

Janet, Kirsten, Kirsty and Keir were moved and delighted that
so many of you were able to come to the Service of celebra-
tion of Neil’s life on 10 November 2008.  It meant so much
to be able to share our happy memories (as well as our sad-
ness) with you.  You helped to make it a very special and
comforting event.  It was, as one of Neil’s friends from the
Gleneagles Centre said, ‘a grand concert that we had for Neil’;
Neil would certainly have loved it!  We know that some of
you were sorry not to be there and that others have said that
they’d like to hear the service again.  An audio recording of
the service is on line at http://tinyurl.com/6ucubv and you can
download the addresses which Kirsty and Keir delivered at
http://tinyurl.com/7ak3lr

3



The Williamson Hall is where it happens and has
done so since it was built in 1881. Historically,
the Trustees of the hall are the Elders of the
Parish Church and run by a management committee
made up of representatives of regular hall users
and anyone who is interested. The committee
meets every two months and the next meeting is on
Monday 30th March at 7:30pm in the ante-room.
The hall is available for private parties and is well
used throughout the week by the Parent and
Toddler group, playgroup and after school club to
name but a few.
The small management group work very hard to
continually improve the facilities. New tables were
recently purchased and the lighting was upgraded.
The main fundraising event is the Gala and the Hall
committee are indebted to the Gala committee who
now organise the event. The Gala will only be
successful with your support and it is great fun
getting involved. The Hall runs a 100 club which is
drawn monthly. If you would like to join please
contact Evelyn Scobie (850496) and for £12 annually
you could win £15 every month.
Villages are all about people, some villages are
sleepy and some are vibrant. It is all to easy to
complain ‘there is nothing to do’. In a village things
only happen if the residents are prepared to get
mucked in and participate. Come on join in and
make the village a better place for everyone.
The Hall committee want to make the hall a very
user-friendly facility, regularly refurbishing when
cash is available. The kitchen area is the next
project on the list and it will only happen with your
support, not only financially but with a willingness
to support events.
We would welcome any suggestions on how we can
improve the facilities or ideas for fundraising.
Please leave your suggestions in the box at the hall.

                              Hall committee.

The railway network reached Abernethy In
1848 during the transport revolution. At the
time it was possible to travel to Edinburgh,
through Glenfarg, by train and ferry. In 1955
Abernethy station closed to passengers and
in 1956 the station closed for all goods.

Notification has been recieved from NHS Tayside confirming
that patients living in our area can access Perth Royal Infirmary,
Primary Care Emergency Centre (PCEC) or the Fife Primary Care
Emergency Centre in St Andrews.
Should the PCEC in Perth be busy it may be quicker for you to
attend St Andrews.

The Museum of Abernethy is requiring the services of a
Treasurer when the present Treasurer, who has been doing the
job since the inception of the museum, resigns at the AGM
in March.
The present Treasurer would be happy to explain what the
position entails.
If you have an interest in the work of the museum and are
willing to give some of your time to the project, contact
Wyn Dobbie on 850237.

Two years ago we sent a lorry load of much needed cloth-
ing and equipment from Abernethy to Marghita in Romania
where my daughter, Katie Worner, is working. Things are
slowly changing in Romania but there is still a great deal of
desperate poverty and need. The charitable foundation that
Katie volunteers with relies totally on donations to run
their orphanage, transit homes and social projects. These
help abandoned children, teenagers and adults to gain a
dignified life. Having just returned from visiting her, I expe-
rienced at first hand how valuable their work is and have
decided to organise another collection.
The things they really would like us to collect are:

Good second hand clothing - especially for school age chil-
dren and young adults
Shoes (not high heels)   Sheets and blankets   Nappies
Washing Powder       Toiletries     Sports equipment
Foodstuffs – especially Rice, Oil, Pasta, Salt & Sugar
Of course if you have anything else that you wish to do-
nate it will be gratefully accepted – goods will either be
sent out to Romania or sold to raise funds to help support
Katie and her work there. We also wish to donate money
to the Blythswood charity who will be transporting the
goods out to Marghita again for us.

Dates for your diary:
Fundraising coffee morning on March 25th in the Masons
Hall 10 - 12
Main collecting days –
Saturdays 18th & 25th April at the Williamson Hall from
10am

If you are unable to bring donations on the above dates,
or you require them to be uplifted, for any further informa-
tion please contact Shelagh Worner on 850704.
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MARCH..................5th.......7.30pm......”Cross Creach”
                                          Brenda Fraser
                    6th..............................World Day of Prayer

                   13th......2pm.............AnnualBusiness Meeting
                                         St.Matthew’s Church Hall
                            Michael Archibald - “Perth Street Pastors

APRIL...................2nd......7.30pm........AGM, Quiz and Supper

Wednesday 18th March
“Tour of South America”
with Meg Kemp.
Competition.....Holiday photo - view
                 Flower of the month

Wednesday 15th April
“MacMillan Cancer Care”
with Neil Kennedy.
Competition.....3 rock cakes
                 Flower of the month

Wednesday 20th May
AGM
“Taste and Try”
Members bring favourite recipe
Competition.....Favourite ornament (small)
                  Flower of the month

The Tower Singers would like to thank
all who donated, came along and helped to
make the evening a success. £198.42 was raised for Rachel
House Childrens Hospice in Kinross (CHAS)

I am sorry to hear you think I skulk and I am also ugly. Can I
let you all know I now have a wonderful new band of people
who are going to bring me back to my glory days, when the
people of Abernethy worked so hard to build me. Some help
is required by this band so if anyone out there has a few hours
to help it would be great to see you. I have a list of jobs to do
including putting my windows back in, giving me a lick of paint
or some general maintenance. I do not have much money but
I can boil a kettle for a nice cup of tea and I might throw in a
chocolate biscuit. Many youth groups now use me such as the
Scouting, Guiding and Youth football.
If you can help give our young people a better building to meet
in then please contact Inga McGowan on 850215 or Jane Brown
on 850631. If you would like to book the Pavilion contact
Morag Laing on 851042

It will soon be ten years since the Museum of Abernethy first
Opened it doors to the public. In order tokeep local interest
Alive in this locally-themed visitor attraction an effort is made
To have something new every year.
This year we hope to stage a little display about Mugdrum
Island, which though close to Newburgh, is actually In
Abernethy parish. We may also stage a display of images of
Famous people with an Abernethy connection. This list may
be longer than you think! If you can think of anyone whom
you reckon should be on this list, then let us know.
In 2008 we staged a display on Sport in Abernethy. Following
this up we would like to do a feature on other leisure-based
Activities which have existed in the parish. This would include
All sorts of clubs and societies which have enriched community
Life over the years. Random examples which spring to mind
Are dancing and drama clubs, SWRI, horticultural society and
Youth organisations such as Scouts and Guides.
Contact us on tuesdays at the Museum (850889) or at
secretary@museumofabernethy.co.uk

Following her successful talk last year in the Museum, Jess
Smith will return for a full day on Saturday, May 2nd. She will
mount displays pertaining to the Tinkers’ way of life, which has
all but disappeared.
The Museum will be open between 11am and 4pm and there
will be storytelling session for children 2pm and 3pm. All are
invited to drop in at any time on the day.
Then in the evening, between 7pm and 9pm, in the Masonic
Hall, Jess will tell more tales and will be accompanied by
famous folk singer Shelia Stewart.
Watch for more publicity nearer the time

The Museum opens to the public for the new season on Sat.
May, 16th.

Hall on Saturday 4th April at 10am

7.30pm in the Museum
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The present doctors surgery once
was the site of the North East Fife
Co-operative Society store.
You could buy anything from a
pin to an anchor and get your
Dividend. Does anyone remember
their “divi” number. Lets us know.

GREENBELT ACTION GROUP
This website has been set up by a group of home-
owners from estates across the UK, who are working
actively to tackle the problems they are experiencing
with Greenbelt Group.
Greenbelt are responsible for the maintenance of the
shrubberies and grass areas in the Brandywell
Road/Nethy Place estate.  These are, at present, in
need of attention and Muir Homes are reluctant to
pursue the matter. The website gives advice on how
to proceed should you be concerned about this prob-
lem.

The Abernethy Badminton Club is held in the
Primary School on a Thursday evening between
7pm - 9pm, except when the Community Council
meet, then it is Wednesday.
For more information contact Jill Clark 850684

Chase away those Monday morning blues. Drop in to the
Session House, Abernethy Church, for a coffee or tea and a
friendly chat from 10am to 11.30am on the first and third
Monday of each month. All are welcome.

Some are round,
Some are not.
Most have hair
Some do not.
some are black.
You could have freckles
Or you could not.
You may have blue eyes,
Brown or green.
It doesn't matter as long as
Its you.

FACES

Elsa P4/5

Many people, especially parents with buggies and
children, walk down Station road to the park and go
past the pony paddock.
They often stop to speak to the ponies so here is an
introduction to them.
Charlie, the smallest, is a Shetland pony. This is a
very hardy breed with an extremely thick coat that
can find food in the hardest conditions. They can be
bad tempered but Charlie is very sweet natured. His
worst fault is nibbling pockets to see if they hide
any treats. He has never been ridden as one of his
feet is not quite right but he makes an excellent
companion for the other ponies.
In summer you will see Caramac, Mac for short
who is a native pony angel. He is very careful with
children who are learning to ride but he has taken
Megan, 13, on a 12 mile Endurance Ride and over a
Cross Country Course. She was very sad to out
grow him. His worst fault is that he loves hay and
will spend all day in the shelter eating non-stop. He
spends his winters earning his living at Over
Dalkeith Riding Stables, Rumbling Bridge, where
he is very popular
The Queen of the field is Arabelle, an Arab/Welsh
mare. The Arab blood gives her beauty and stamina
and the Welsh blood gives her toughness which
have helped her become the Scottish Endurance
Champion after she won the 160km/100miles over
two days race at Scone in 2008. She also was part
of the victorious Scottish team at the Home Interna-
tional Championships in Ireland in rainy
August,2008.
She will not compete internationally because of
rules about weight. She competes successfully
against much bigger horses because she has a small
neat rider. Under International rules she would have
to carry lead weights to bring saddle and rider up to
12 ½ stone which is too much to ask of her.
Instead she is training for the ultimate Endurance
challenge of 160km/100miles in a day. In May, all
being well, she will travel to The Dukeries near
Sherwood Forest to attempt this.
The ponies get fed every day, more in winter, and
always have hay in their shelter. The manure is lift-
ed to keep the paddock clean and gardeners are
very welcome to help themselves
In April the paddock gets a rest and is fertilized and
seeded but don’t worry; you will see the ponies
back again in May .             Anne H
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        FORTNIGHTLY WEDNESDAYS
ABERARGIE                     1.30 - 1.40PM
CASTLELAW                    1.45 - 2.10PM
PERTH ROAD                   2.10 - 2.25PM
OLD HOTEL                     2.25 - 3.00PM
WAR MEMORIAL              3.05 - 3.50PM
DEN PARK                      3.55 - 4.10PM

WEEKLY TUESDAYS    10.05 - 10.30AM

MONDAY & THURSDAY        9 - 10.30AM
TUESDAY & FRIDAY           2.30 - 4.00PM
WEDNESDAY                   11.30 - 1.30PM

The Little Nursery, Jamesfield Organic Centre
             Abernethy, KY14 6EW

Interested in Boxing & Box-Ercise?

B - Fit in body and mind
From 5yrs to adult

At the Pavilion
        Powrie Park

For more info.
Contact Bruce on 07835 383394

Contact numbers
Anne Hollingsworth     850384
Maureen Nisbet            850417
Hilda Clow                   850641
Jimmy Swan                 850569
    (jimmyswan36@googlemail.com)
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THE FAMOUS BEIN INN

GOOD FOOD SERVED ALL DAY FROM 12
                  MORNING COFFEE
 AFTERNOON TEAS   SUNDAY LUNCHES
                BUSINESS MEETINGS
   PRIVATE FUNCTIONS CATERED FOR
                    TEL. 01577 830 216
                  enquires@beininn.com

TOWER GARAGE
 Back Dykes
Abernethy PH2 9JN

VEHICLE RECOVERY          SERVICING
   MOT’S        TYRES AND EXHAUSTS
             ALL VEHICLES REPAIRS
                     GIVE US A CALL
01738 850 100                           07985 420789

HINE OPTICIANS
40 GEORGE STREET
    PERTH, PH1 5JL

PERTH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
       CUSTOMER SERVICE AWARD
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2007 - 2008

HOME VISITS FOR THE HOUSEBOUND
                        AVAILABLE

Senses
Health & Beauty

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri : 10am - 7pm
Sat : 10am - 4pm
Sun : Closed

01738 851023

Front Row,
     Aberargie

RELIEVE YOUR MIND

www.senses-salon.co.uk

THE BAIGLIE INN
ABERARGIE, PERTHSHIRE, PH2 9NF

     Open 7 days a week

RELAX YOUR BODY

PURIFY YOUR SOUL

Open Monday-Friday 12am - 2.30pm for lunch
      Evening meals served from 5.30pm
Saturday and Sunday meals served throughout
     the day, with a Sunday Roast available
01738 850 332

01738 441 394
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