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After the regular meeting of the members of the Abdie Curling Club, the gentlemen gathered together 
and sat down to dinner at the Commercial Inn on a cold winter’s night in February of 1855.  Captain 
James Ogilvy Dalgleish, a notable member of the club and its current President of the time “made the 
most appropriate and impressive allusion to the losses the club had sustained by death.  During the year 
three of its members had been removed… one of its most efficient members, Henry Buist, Esq., 
Hattonhill, one of the best players of the club, whose name stands enrolled three times on its gold 
medal, and who, for several years preceding his death, acted [as] secretary, and discharged the duties of 
that office the satisfaction and delight of all.  His death, in the prime of life, was deeply regretted at the 
time and the feelings of the meeting when his name and services were referred to, showed that 
‘Hattonhill’ would long occupy [a] cherished place in the memories of the Abdie Curling Club.”1  
 

 
Fig.1. The Local Medal (Back View) which bears the name of Henry Buist, Photograph Courtesy of Willie 

Monks, Treasurer Abdie Curling Club 
 

Henry Buist was the youngest child of Henry Buist, a proprietor of farms and grew up at Berryhill in 
Abdie Parish, Fife.  He attended United College of the University of St. Andrews in St. Andrews along 
with his father during the school term of 1834-35.2 Henry was granted the use of his father's farm at 
Hattonhill in Abdie Parish where he was a tenant farmer.  Buist was an active member of the Trafalgar 
Agricultural Society and was also a keen curler of the Abdie Curling Club and considered a Founding 
Member, being elected as the club’s Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  This then is the narrative 
of the life and times of Henry Buist. 
 

                                                           
1 Fife Herald Newspaper, 15 February 1855, p. 3 
2 Anderson, James Maitland.  The Matriculation Roll of the University of St. Andrews, 1747-1897.  Edinburgh:  William Blackwood and Sons, 
1905, p. 88 



Early years 
 
Henry Buist was born on Tuesday, 18 January 1820 at Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife.3 He was the fifth child 
of Henry Buist (1771-1865), a proprietor of farms, and Helen Walker.  He was baptized on Tuesday, 28 
January 1820 at Abdie Parish Church.4 
 

 
Fig.2. Baptismal Record of Henry Buist, 28 January 1820, Abdie Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 

 
Fig.3. Abdie Parish Church, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 Baptismal Record of Henry Buist, 28 January 1820, Abdie Parish Records, Old Parish Records 400/0030 0007 
4 Baptismal Record of Henry Buist, 28 January 1820, Abdie Parish Records, Old Parish Records 400/0030 0007 



Berryhill is located “about ¾ of a mile southwest by south of the village of Lindores [and is described as 
being] a large and well-built farmhouse with office houses all in good repair attached to it is a large farm 
of ground, the property of Mr. Buist and occupied by the proprietor.”5 
 

 
Fig.4. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.5. Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Birthplace of Henry Buist, Photograph Courtesy of Dr. Iain Macintyre 

 
 

                                                           
5 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 49, OS1/13/49/39 



 
Fig.6. Ordnance Survey Map showing Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the National 

Library of Scotland 
 

Here, at Berryhill, young Henry spent his childhood along with his older siblings.  Buist attended the 
United College of the University of St. Andrews in St. Andrews during the school term of 1834-35 as well 
as his father.6 
 

                                                           
6 Anderson, James Maitland.  The Matriculation Roll of the University of St. Andrews, 1747-1897.  Edinburgh:  William Blackwood and Sons, 
1905, p. 88 



 
Fig.7. Matriculation Roll of Henry Buist, 1834-35, Photograph Courtesy of the United College of the 

University of St. Andrews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hattonhill, Abdie Parish 
 
Hattonhill is located “about 1 ¼ miles south-southwest of the village of Lindores [and is described as 
being] a large farmhouse with office houses all in good repair attached to it is a farm of ground, the 
property of Mr. Buist of Berryhill and occupied by the proprietor.”7 
 

 
Fig.8. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Hattonhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.9. Hattonhill House, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of James P. Stirrat 

 

                                                           
7 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 49, OS1/13/49/36 



 
Fig.10. Ordnance Survey Map showing Hattonhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 

Hattonhill dates back to at least 1665 when a record of Discharge is recorded between Laurence 
Oliphant, minister at Newburgh to James Cheape of Ormestoune for 40 pounds as a year’s interest on 
1,000 merks for Hattonhill.8 Henry Buist Sr., acquired these lands on Wednesday, 16 July 1834.9 
 

                                                           
8 Papers of the Cheape Family, Discharge of Laurence Oliphant to James Cheape, 23 September 1665, University of St. Andrews Special 
Collections Call Number ms36929, Box 11/75 
9 Sasine of Henry Buist, 31 July 1834, National Records of Scotland, G.R. 1771.186 



 
Fig.11. Sasine of Henry Buist, 31 July 1834, Page 188, Photograph Courtesy of the National Archives of 

Scotland Ref G.R. 1771.186 
 
 



It is unclear as to exactly when he let his son, Henry assume tenancy of these lands.  The earliest record 
showing Henry Buist as a tenant farmer of Hattonhill was in the year of 1845 when the young man 
registered to vote at the age of 25.10 
 

 
Fig.12. List of the Registered Voters for the County of Fife, 1846, showing Henry Buist as a tenant farmer 

of Hattonhill, Abdie Parish (Last Entry) 
 

 
Fig.13. Hattonhill Farm Steadings, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of James P. Stirrat 

 
Buist is listed in the 1851 Scotland Census for Hattonhill, Abdie Parish, Fife as being 31 years of age, 
unmarried, and a farmer of 250 acres employing 5 male agricultural labourers and 5 females.11 
 

                                                           
10 Fife, Scotland, Voters Lists, 1832-1894.  Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA:  Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010 
11 1851 Scotland Census for Hattonhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Enumeration District 2, Page 3, Line 1 



 
Fig.14. 1851 Scotland Census for Hattonhill, Abdie Parish, Fife listing Henry Buist (Line 1) 

 
Buist is also listed in the 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats.12 
 

                                                           
12 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats.  Edinburgh:  Sutherland and Knox, 1852, p. 87 



 
Fig.15. 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats listing Henry Buist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Henry Buist was a devoted member of the Trafalgar Agricultural Society.  In an account of the Society’s 
annual meeting, the Fife Herald Newspaper wrote “Mr. Gulland Wemyss, offered a sweepstakes in 1850, 
that four bushels of oats, sown, per Scotch acre, on poor land would yield a better produce than eight 
bushels sown under similar conditions.  The late Mr. Hill, maintaining the contrary, accepted the 
sweepstakes, and a number of others took up the same.  Experiments were made by Mr. Dingwall, 
Ramornie, and Mr. Buist, Hattonhill, and also Mr. Haxton, Drumnod; but owing to the last mentioned 
gentleman having sowed the quantity of oats by the imperial acre his results could not be taken.”13 
 

 
Fig.16. Fife Herald Newspaper, 28 October 1852, Page 2 

 
A Keen Curler of the Abdie Curling Club 
 
On a cold day on Friday, 28 January 1831 eleven men of Abdie Parish gathered together on the frozen 
Loch of Lindores to begin a historic curling match.  The Loch of Lindores is a freshwater loch situated in 
the north of Fife in the parish of Abdie and the old Abdie Parish Church ruins are close to the north 
shoreline where these men were standing. 
 

 
Fig.17. Lindores Loch, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2003 Michael T. 

Tracy 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
13 Fife Herald Newspaper, 28 October 1852, p. 2 



Few knew at the time that this match would play a significant role in the history of what later became 
known as the Abdie Curling Club.  One of these persons that are recorded as playing in that first match 
was Henry Buist who was 11 years old at the time.14 Henry, like his father, and older brothers had a 
great interest in the ancient sport.  He is considered to this day a Founding Member of the Abdie Curling 
Club. 
 

 
Fig.18. 1839 Annual of the Grand Caledonian Curling Club listing the Abdie Curling Club Members, 
Photograph Courtesy of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club © The Royal Caledonian Curling Club 

                                                           
14 Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 28 January 1831, p. 2 



He, like his older brothers, was eventually elected Vice-President of the Abdie Curling Club in 1843.15 
 

 
Fig.19. 1844 Annual of the Grand Caledonian Curling Club listing Henry Buist as Vice President, 

Photograph Courtesy of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club © The Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
 
 
 

                                                           
15  Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 31 January 1843, p. 72 



By 1847 Buist was declared a winner and noted for the new Gold Medal belonging to the Club.16 He 
served the Abdie Curling Club as Secretary and Treasurer for six years beginning from Tuesday, 6 
February 1849 until his death.17 
 

 
Fig.20. 1851 Annual of the Grand Caledonian Curling Club listing Henry Buist as Treasurer and Secretary, 

Photograph Courtesy of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club © The Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
 
 

                                                           
16 Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 2 February 1847, p. 94 
17 Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 6 February 1849, p. 103 



The Death of Henry Buist 
 
Toward the end of 1854, Henry Buist was ailing.  In a letter written by James Nicol, Chairman of the 
Abdie Curling Club to Mr. Alexander Cassels of the Royal Caledonian Club “In consequence of the severe 
indisposition of our Secretary, Mr. Henry Buist, Jr., the returns of the Abdie Curling Club could not 
possibly be forwarded to you sooner… Mr. Buist is so very poorly that he could not be disturbed about 
any business whatever…”18 It is not known what was ailing Henry due to the lack of a death record.  
Henry Buist died on Tuesday, 21 November 1854 at the age of 34 at his residence of Hattonhill.19 His 
death notice was published in the Fife Herald Newspaper and read “At Hattonhill, on the 21st current, 
aged 34 years, Henry, youngest son of Henry Buist, Esq., of Berryhill.”20 Henry Buist was buried in the 
Abdie Parish Churchyard inside of the old church and his gravestone reads “Henry Buist of Berryhill [sic] 
died 21st November 1854 aged 36 [sic] years.” 
 

 
Fig.21. Grave of Henry Buist, Abdie Parish Churchyard, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 
 

                                                           
18 Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 20 November 1854, p. 129 
19 Fife Herald Newspaper, 30 November 1854, p. 3 
20 Fife Herald Newspaper, 30 November 1854, p. 3 



Henry Buist, the youngest son of Henry Buist of Berryhill will be remembered as one of the best players 
of the Abdie Curling Club whose name appears memorialized three times on the club’s gold medal for 
his feats during his years with the curling club.  Buist, however, will also be remembered as a well-
respected farmer of Hattonhill.  He belonged to an old and esteemed family of Abdie Parish.  The 
tragedy was that his life was interrupted by his untimely death.  Henry Buist is warmly commemorated 
here in grateful esteem and recognition by his distant first cousin, Michael T. Tracy.  This work is 
dedicated to the Memory of Henry Buist. 
 
Memoratus in aeternum (Forever Remembered) 
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