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He was said to have “had the heart to feel and the hand to give.”1 George Buist was known for his many 
acts of benevolence throughout his 80 years of life.  He was born at Weddersbie, Collessie Parish and at 
an early age spent the rest of his childhood at Berryhill, Abdie Parish.  He was granted the use of his 
father’s farm of Ormiston in Abdie Parish where he was a tenant farmer until his father’s death in 1865 
when he received proprietorship of its lands.  However, three years later tragedy would befall him as the 
dwelling house would be destroyed by fire.  Only by Buist’s own persistence and efforts was his dwelling 
house at Ormiston was rebuilt in a short period of time.  George Buist never married and with advancing 
age, he decided to sell the property during the summer of 1877.2 He would later move to Edinburgh and 
finally settled at 25 Broughton Place where he lived for the rest of his life.  This then is the narrative of 
the life and times of George Buist. 
 
Early years 
 
George Buist was born on Tuesday, 21 March 1809 at Weddersbie, Collessie Parish, Fife.3 He was the 
first child of Henry Buist (1771-1865), a proprietor of farms, and Helen Walker.  He was baptized on 
Tuesday, 18 April 1809 at Collessie Parish Church.4 
 

 
Fig.1. Baptismal Record of George Buist, 18 April 1809, Collessie Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Dundee Courier Newspaper, 2 May 1889, p. 3 
2 Aberdeen Press and Journal Newspaper, 7 August 1877, p. 3 
3 Baptismal Record of George Buist, 18 April 1809, Collessie Parish Records, Old Parish Records 416/0010 0270 
4 Baptismal Record of George Buist, 18 April 1809, Collessie Parish Records, Old Parish Records 416/0010 0270 



 
Fig.2. Collessie Parish Church, Collessie, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. 

Tracy 
 

 
Fig.3. Heading into Collessie, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 
Weddersbie is located “about 1 ½ miles northeast by east of the town of Auchtermuchty [and is 
described as being] a small farmhouse with offices and thrashing machine all in good repair; there is a 
garden and a farm of about 140 acres of arable land attached.”5 
 

                                                           
5 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 51, OS1/13/51/56 



 
Fig.4. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Weddersbie, Collessie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.5. Weddersbie, Collessie Parish, Fife, Birthplace of George Buist, Photograph Courtesy of Dr. Iain 

Macintyre 
 



 
Fig.6. Ordnance Survey Map showing Weddersbie, Collessie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 

It is not known exactly when Henry Buist was a tenant farmer there; however, early records indicated 
that he was at Weddersbie as early as Wednesday, 22 February 1797 when he ratified his father’s Trust 
Disposition.6 The tenant lease for Weddersbie expired at the end of 1813 and Henry decided not to 
renew the lease and relocated to Berryhill in Abdie Parish.7 
 

                                                           
6 Trust Disposition and Deed Settlement of George Buist, 6 December 1796, Register of Deeds, Burgh of Falkland, 1738-1798, University of St. 
Andrews Special Collections, (B25/4/1), p.p. 407-426 
7 Edinburgh Advertiser Newspaper, 2 November 1813, p. 2 



 
Fig.7. Notice of Weddersbie and Other Farms to Lease in Collessie Parish, Edinburgh Advertiser 

Newspaper, 2 November 1813, Page 2 
 
 



 
Fig.8. Weddersbie Farm Steadings, Collessie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Dr. Iain Macintyre 

 
Henry Buist would eventually acquire Berryhill on Saturday, 4 October 1817.8 Here, young George spent 
the remainder of his childhood. 
 

 
Fig.9. Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Dr. Iain Macintyre 

                                                           
8 Sasine of Henry Buist, 4 October 1817, National Records of Scotland, P.R. 101.48 



Berryhill is located “about ¾ of a mile southwest by south of the village of Lindores [and is described as 
being] a large and well-built farmhouse with office houses all in good repair attached to it is a large farm 
of good ground, the property of Mr. Buist and occupied by the proprietor.”9  
 

 
Fig.10. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.11. Ordnance Survey Map showing Berryhill, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the National 

Library of Scotland 

                                                           
9 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 49, OS1/13/49/39 



Ormiston, Abdie Parish 
 
Ormiston is located “about 1 ¼ miles west of the village of Lindores and is [described as being] a small 
farmhouse and office houses all in good repair, attached to it is a small farm of ground, the property of 
Mr. Buist of Berryhill and occupied by him as an out farm.”10 
 

 
Fig.12. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.13. Ormiston Front Gates, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 

Michael T. Tracy 
 

                                                           
10 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 49, OS1/13/49/36 



 
Fig.14. Ordnance Survey Map showing Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the National 

Library of Scotland 
 
Ormiston dates back to at least 1496 when William Bonkil was noted as a vicar of Ormiston 
(Ormistoune).11 Later “Henry Cheape owned Ormiston until he passed the estate to his son and heir, 
James Cheape (1641-1701) 1st laird of Rossie.  An eminent advocate in Edinburgh during the reign of 
Charles II, James Cheape of Ormiston acquired the lands and barony of Rossie in 1668 from Dame Mary 
Scott.”12 
 

                                                           
11 Records of the Burgh of St. Andrews, Notarial Instrument, granting St. Andrews tenement to Trinity Hospital, Edinburgh, 21 May 1496, 
University of St. Andrews Special Collections Call Number B65/23/145c 
12 Papers of the Cheape Family, 1454-1778, University of St. Andrews Special Collections Call Number ms36929 



 
Fig.15. Lands of Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. 

Tracy 
 

It is unclear as to when exactly his father, Henry, turned over the tenancy of Ormiston to his son, George 
to farm.  It was not until Wednesday, 16 July 1834 that Henry Buist acquired these lands of Ormiston.13 
 

                                                           
13 Sasine of Henry Buist, 31 July 1834, National Records of Scotland, G.R. 1771.186 



 
Fig.16. Sasine of Henry Buist, 31 July 1834, Page 188, Photograph Courtesy of the National Archives of 

Scotland Ref G.R. 1771.186 



The earliest record of George Buist as a tenant farmer of Ormiston was in the year of 1832 when he 
registered to vote.14 
 

 
Fig.17. List of the Registered Voters for the County of Fife, 1832, showing George Buist as a tenant of 

Ormiston, Abdie Parish (Left side, fourth entry) 
 

He is recorded as receiving an honor from the Auchtermuchty Agricultural Society in 1842 for having the 
best ten calves.15 In 1846 he is shown once again as a registered voter of Fife.16 
 

                                                           
14 Fife, Scotland, Voters Lists, 1832-1894. Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA:  Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010 
15 Fife Herald Newspaper, 6 October 1842, p. 3 
16 Fife, Scotland, Voters Lists, 1832-1894. Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA:  Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010 



 
Fig.18. List of the Registered Voters for the County of Fife, 1846, showing George Buist (Last Entry) 

 
Buist was also listed in the 1843 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats, Villages in Scotland 
which is reproduced below.17 
 

 
Fig.19. 1843 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats, Villages in Scotland listing George Buist (Last 

Entry), Photograph Courtesy of the National Library of Scotland 

                                                           
17 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats, Villages in Scotland.  Edinburgh:  W.P. Kennedy, 1843, p. 153 



George Buist would never marry and according to the 1851 Scotland Census for Abdie Parish he was 
listed as residing at Ormiston, unmarried, 42 years of age, working as a farmer of 300 acres and 
employing 6 male agricultural labourers and 3 females.18 
 

 
Fig.20. 1851 Scotland Census for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife listing George Buist (Last Entry) 

 
The Valuation Rolls of Ormiston 
 
The Lands Valuation (Scotland) Act of 1854 established a uniform valuation of landed property 
throughout Scotland, which was collected annually for each parish in each county and burgh.  These 
records record the name of each proprietor, the occupier of the property and the annual rateable value 
of the property.  The first Valuation Roll that George Buist was listed in was in the year of 1855 and 
showed the yearly rent or value of the property as 270 pounds.19 
 

 
Fig.21. 1855 Scotland Valuation Roll for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife listing George Buist (Last Entry) 

                                                           
18 1851 Scotland Census for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife; Enumeration District 2, Page 4, Line 7 
19 1855 Scotland Valuation Roll for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Scotland VR101/1/1 



The 1865 Scotland Valuation Roll showed George Buist as the tenant and occupier of Ormiston, his 
father being the proprietor of the lands and the yearly rent or value of the property as 290 pounds.20 
 

 
Fig.22. 1865 Scotland Valuation Roll for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife listing George Buist (Last Entry) 

 

 
Fig.23. Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
20 1865 Scotland Valuation Roll for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Scotland VR101/11/2 



According to the 1875 Scotland Valuation Roll George Buist is shown as the proprietor of Ormiston and 
the yearly rent or value of the property is 400 pounds.21 
 

 
Fig.24. 1875 Scotland Valuation Roll for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife listing George Buist (Last Entry) 

 
The Proprietor of Ormiston 
 
Upon the death of his father, Henry Buist, on Tuesday, 7 November 1865 George inherited Ormiston.22 
This is reflected in the 1872-73 Owners of Lands and Heritages Return which listed him as the proprietor 
of Ormiston.23 
 

                                                           
21 1875 Scotland Valuation Roll for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Scotland VR101/21/16 
22 Trust Disposition and Settlement of Henry Buist, 19 December 1865, Cupar Sheriff Court SC20/50/37 
23 Scotland, Owners of Lands and Heritages, 1872-73 Return.  Edinburgh:  Murray and Gibb, 1874, p. 76 



 
Fig.25. 1872-73 Owners of Lands and Heritages Return listing George Buist of Ormiston (Last Entry), 

Page 76 
 

A Destructive Fire 
 
On Thursday, 23 April 1868 the Fife Herald Newspaper published an account of the destructive fire that 
ravaged and destroyed the dwelling-house of George Buist at Ormiston.  The account reads “Between 
one and two o’clock on Sunday morning, the dwelling house of George Buist, Esq., of Ormiston, was 
discovered by the housekeeper to be on fire.  The inmates the house were all asleep in bed when the 
housekeeper was awakened by the smell of fire.  She got out of bed, and ongoing to the attic stair saw 
the flames at the top of the stair, and the east attic in a complete sheet [of] flame.  She gave the alarm 
to her neighbour in the kitchen, also to her master, who was sleeping in the east room below the 
burning, then to the ploughmen on the farm.  By this time the fire had got a complete hold of the upper 
flat, and the roof being all thatch, all hopes of saving the building were abandoned, and only a few 
articles of furniture and clothing were got out by the window of the west room on the ground fiat.  Here 
great praise is due to James Dewar, foreman on the farm, for his heroism entering this room and saving, 
most of his master’s papers and clothing, and continuing throwing articles out till the fire was falling 
down about him, and just as he was coming out at the window a quantity of rifle shot that was in the 
room went off with a tremendous crack, which sent, the burning wood spinning in the air.  It was 
fortunate that the wind was blowing from the south, at the time, as the house stands close to the north 
side of the farm-steading; had it been from the north, the whole steading and stack could not have 
escaped destruction.  By three o’clock there was nothing of the house standing except the blackened 
walls.  Mr. Buist has lost a great many valuable articles, among which are articles of antiquity and 
pictures of great value, besides damage done to his property, which [we] understand, is but partially 
insured.  Much sympathy is also felt for his housekeeper, whose chest, with all her valuable clothing and 
a number of pounds were all consumed, leaving her with only the scanty clothing which she escaped in.  
The cause of the fire is supposed to originate from some wood the vent having taken fire.”24 
 
                                                           
24 Fife Herald Newspaper, 23 April 1868, p. 3 



Buist would eventually rebuild his dwelling house and continue to reside there.  According to the 1871 
Scotland Census, he is listed as being 62 years of age and working as a farmer of 370 acres of which 210 
acres are arable and is employing 5 labourers.25 
 

 
Fig.26. 1871 Scotland Census for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife listing George Buist (Last Entry) 

 

 
Fig.27. Ormiston House, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. 

Tracy 
 

                                                           
25 1871 Scotland Census for Ormiston, Abdie Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District 2, Page 1, Line 15 



For many years during the 1870s George Buist sponsored the annual race market held at Newburgh.  
One such race market event was covered by the Dundee Courier Newspaper and is reproduced below.26 
 

 
Fig.28. Newburgh Race Market Event, Dundee Courier Newspaper, 16 June 1873, Page 4 

 
Furthermore, George Buist was a Turnpike Road Trustee in 1870.27 These were bodies set up by acts of 
Parliament with powers to collect road tolls for maintaining the principal roads throughout Scotland and 
Britain. 
 
The Sale of Ormiston and Retirement to Edinburgh 
 
In 1877 the 68-year-old proprietor of Ormiston decided after the death of his brother, Andrew, who was 
the proprietor of nearby Berryhill to sell his estate.  The Aberdeen Press and Journal Newspaper 
published the following “Sale of an Estate Near Newburgh.  The small estate of Ormiston, belonging to 
and presently tenanted by Mr. George Buist, is sold, the purchaser being Mr. Archibald A. Watt of 
Denmill.”28 
 

 
Fig.29. Sale of Ormiston, Aberdeen Press and Journal Newspaper, 7 August 1877, Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
26 Dundee Courier Newspaper, 16 June 1873, p. 4 
27 Fife Herald Newspaper, 7 April 1870, p. 2 
28 Aberdeen Press and Journal Newspaper, 7 August 1877, p. 3 



Buist first moved to 15 Falshaw Street and later moved to 25 Broughton Place in Edinburgh where he 
spent the remainder of his years. 
 

 
Fig.30. Residence of George Buist, 25 Broughton Place, Edinburgh, Photograph Courtesy of DMD Law 

Group, LLP 
 

Buist is listed in the 1881 Scotland Census for Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s as being 72 years of age and a 
retired farmer.29 
 

 
Fig.31. 1881 Scotland Census for Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s, Midlothian listing George Buist (Line 13) 

 

                                                           
29 1881 Scotland Census for Edinburgh St. Cuthbert’s, Midlothian, Scotland; Enumeration District 79, Page 15, Line 13 



He is listed in the 1887-88 Post Office Edinburgh and Leith Directory and is reproduced below.30 
 

 
Fig.32. 1887-88 Post Office Edinburgh and Leith Directory listing George Buist (Left Side, Last Entry) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
30 Post Office Edinburgh and Leith Directory.  Edinburgh:  Post Master General, 1887-1888, p. 37 



Curling 
 
Buist had an avid interest in curling at a young age.  Curling in Abdie Parish was played on the frozen 
lochs and ponds well before 1831 when the first recorded match was played and the subsequent 
founding of the Abdie Curling Club was established.  George Buist is considered a Founding Member and 
was elected the Club’s Vice President in 183531 and President in 1850.32 
 

 
Fig.33. 1839 Annual of the Grand Caledonian Curling Club listing Abdie Curling Club Members including 

George Buist, Photograph Courtesy of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club © The Royal Caledonian Curling 
Club 

                                                           
31 Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 31 January 1835, p. 19 
32 Abdie Curling Club First Minute Book, 5 February 1850, p. 112 



 
Fig.34. Old Curling Pond at Lindores Loch, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Gerry Watson, 

Honorary Abdie Curling Club Archivist © 2014 Gerry Watson 
 

 
Fig.35. 1851 Annual of the Grand Caledonian Curling Club listing George Buist as President, Photograph 

Courtesy of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club © The Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
 
 



For further information on George Buist’s playing days with the Abdie Curling Club please consult this 
author’s publication entitled The Ancient Scottish Game of My Ancestors of Abdie Parish, Fife.33 George 
Buist was also a member of the Newburgh Curling Club and also had an affiliation with the Ladybank 
Curling Club.  In 1883 Buist presented to the Ladybank Curling Club a silver medal which bears his 
name.34  
 
Last Will and Testament of George Buist 
 
While residing at 15 Falshaw Street in Edinburgh he made out his Last Will and Testament.35 He 
appointed Charles Henderson as his executor and left the following persons various sums of money:  
Andrew Russell of Kenley Green, his cousin, 100 pounds; George Dun of Grange, his cousin, 50 pounds; 
Mrs. William Buist of St. Andrews, wife of his nephew, 50 pounds; and to Margaret Robertson, formerly 
his housekeeper at Ormiston, 60 pounds.36 Furthermore, he bequeathed to the deserving poor of the 
parish of Abdie 100 pounds; to the deserving poor of Newburgh 100 pounds; to the deserving poor of 
Auchtermuchty 40 pounds; and to the Blind Asylum of Edinburgh 50 pounds; to the Thornton Poorhouse 
20 pounds and the remainder of his money to be paid over “for the propagation of Christianity in the 
Established Churches of Scotland, in the best way that it may be so bestowed.”37 As we shall see after 
his death, the money left to the Established Churches of Scotland will present further legal questions 
and problems and some newspapers in Scotland labelled his will as eccentric. 
 
The Death of George Buist 
 
George Buist had been ailing for a year before his death.38 He died on Monday, 29 April 1889 at the age 
of 80 of senile decay at his residence in Edinburgh.39 
 

 
Fig.36. Death Record of George Buist, 29 April 1889, Edinburgh St. Andrew Parish Records, Crown 

Copyright 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
33 Tracy, Michael T.  The Ancient Scottish Game of My Ancestors of Abdie Parish, Fife.  Createspace:  San Bernardino, 2015 
34 Dundee Courier Newspaper, 5 January 1885, p. 4 
35 Last Will and Testament of George Buist, 18 April 1879, Edinburgh Sheriff Court SC70/4/238 
36 Last Will and Testament of George Buist, 18 April 1879, Edinburgh Sheriff Court SC70/4/238 
37 Last Will and Testament of George Buist, 18 April 1879, Edinburgh Sheriff Court SC70/4/238 
38 Death Record of George Buist, 29 April 1889, Edinburgh St. Andrew Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 685/2 0252 
39 Death Record of George Buist, 29 April 1889, Edinburgh St. Andrew Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 685/2 0252 



The Fife Herald Newspaper published his obituary notice which read “At 25 Broughton Place, Edinburgh, 
on the 29th ult., George Buist, late of Ormiston, Fifeshire.  Friends kindly receive this the only 
intimation.”40 George Buist was buried in the Abdie Parish Churchyard inside of the old church and his 
gravestone reads “George Buist, son of Henry Buist of Berryhill, 20th [sic] of March 1809-20th [sic] of April 
1889.” 
 

 
Fig.37. Grave of George Buist, Abdie Parish Churchyard, Abdie Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
40 Fife Herald Newspaper, 1 May 1889, p. 5 



Legal Matters of the Will of George Buist 
 
Buist, after executing his Last Will and Testament in 1879, had cut out a portion of will and left a 
handwritten note in pencil, containing memoranda, however, it was not signed, dated, or initialled.  As a 
result, the matter was brought before the Court of Session.  The Edinburgh Evening News published the 
following account which appears below.41 
 

 
Fig.38. Original Will of George Buist, 18 April 1879 showing portion that was removed, Edinburgh Sheriff 

Court SC70/4/238 
 

                                                           
41 Edinburgh Evening News, 22 January 1890, p. 2 



 
Fig.39. Edinburgh Evening News, 22 January 1890, Page 2 

 
 



More than a month later the Court of Session sustained the claim of the Church of Scotland thus 
releasing the appropriated money to them.42 
 
George Buist, the eldest son of Henry Buist of Berryhill will be remembered as a well-respected farmer 
of Ormiston and of his many acts of benevolence toward the poor of the area.  He was a keen curler of 
the Abdie and Newburgh Curling Clubs for many years in his younger days.  He never married but 
applied himself to the work at hand, the farming of Ormiston.  Shortly after his death, the Dundee 
Courier Newspaper published a most fitting obituary of the life of George Buist which is reproduced 
below.43 
 

 
Fig.40. Obituary Notice of George Buist, 2 May 1889, Dundee Courier Newspaper, Page 3 

 
George Buist is warmly commemorated here in grateful esteem and recognition by his distant first 
cousin, Michael T. Tracy.  This work is dedicated to the Memory of George Buist. 
 
Memoratus in aeternum (Forever Remembered) 
 
 

Copyright © 2017 Michael T. Tracy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                           
42 Glasgow Herald Newspaper, 19 February 1890, p. 5 
43 Dundee Courier Newspaper, 2 May 1889, p. 3 


