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The last child of George Ballingall, a tenant farmer, and his third wife, Janet Jelly, David Ballingall was 
born at the ancestral home of the family at Rameldry in Kettle Parish, Fife in 1775.  He would eventually 
assume the familial tenancy of Rameldry and farm these lands for the rest of his life.  Later, Ballingall 
held two nineteen year leases of Little Feddinch in Cameron Parish from 1807 until 1844 where he 
married and had a family of five children.  He then with his younger son, John, took over the farm of 
Higham in Dunbog Parish on the Marquis of Zetland’s estate and in 1858 the neighboring farm of 
Dunbog.  In sport, he was a keen curler and a member of the Abdie Curling Club since 1845 up until a 
few years before his death.  In his Last Will and Testament made a few years before his death, he gave 
his tenancy leases of the farms of Higham and Rameldry to his youngest son, John and appointed his 
cousins, James Buist of Kirktonbarns and George Ballingall of Cookston as executors of his will.1 This 
then is the narrative of the life and times of David Ballingall, a farmer of Fife. 
 
Early years 
 
David Ballingall was born on Saturday, 30 December 1775 at Rameldry, Kettle Parish, Fife.2 He was the 
sixth child of George Ballingall, a tenant farmer, and his third wife, Janet Jelly.  He was baptized on 
Sunday, 31 December 1775 at Kettle Parish.3 
 

 
Fig.1. Baptismal Record of David Ballingall, 31 December 1775, Kettle Parish Records, Crown Copyright 
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Fig.2. Kettle Parish Church, Kingskettle, Fife, Scotland, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 

Michael T. Tracy 
 

He grew up on the ancestral farm of Rameldry where he learned how to farm with his father who lead a 
long and distinguished life while at Rameldry. 
 

 
Fig.3. The Farm Fields of Rameldry, Kettle Parish, Fife, Scotland, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy 

© 2010 Michael T. Tracy 



(Little) Feddinch, Cameron Parish 
 
Called Littler or Little Feddinch, this small farm was originally part of the Feddinch Estate which was 
owned and operated by William Lindsay, Esquire.  The farm was located north of Feddinch. 
 

 
Fig.4. View of Feddinch Estate, taken in 1979, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael 

T. Tracy 
 

According to the St. Andrews Commissary Court Deeds, David Ballingall began his tenancy there as a 
farmer on Monday, 9 November 1807 at the age of 32.4 The tenancy lease stated that David Ballingall 
held tenancy over the track of lands of North Farm of Feddinch from William Lindsay, Esq., Of Feddinch.5 
Here he would farm these lands and held two nineteen year leases of the farm for the next 38 years. 
 
Marriage and Family life 
 
Sophia Hedderwick was born on Wednesday, 9 November 1785 at Cupar Parish, Fife.6 The young farmer 
met her most likely in Cupar and soon they began dating.  On Tuesday, 20 December 1814 David 
Ballingall married Sophia Hedderwick at Cameron Parish.7 While residing at Little Feddinch they had five 
children who were all born there.  They were: 
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5 St. Andrews Commissary Court Deeds, CC20/11/15 p.p. 284-91; B65/22/34 
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Elisabeth born on Thursday, 19 October 1815;8 
George born on Monday, 16 March 18189 and died on Sunday, 22 November 1914;10 
Janet born on Tuesday, 22 February 182011 and died on Friday, 21 October 1881;12 
Sophia born on Saturday, 11 May 1822;13 
John born on Monday, 27 December 182414 and died on Wednesday, 25 September 1912.15 
 
According to the Fife Herald Newspaper of Thursday, 2 March 1826 David Ballingall was on the jury that 
decided on the Friar Price of the grain crop in 1825 and listed him as a tenant at Feddinch.16 The family 
continued to reside and farm the lands of Little Feddinch until the year of 1844. 
 
The Tenancy of Rameldry 
 
When his older brother, George, died in 1827, David Ballingall took over the tenancy of the family 
ancestral farm of Rameldry in Kettle Parish.  He also was the tutor and curator of his brother’s young 
children.  According to the Ordinance Survey of Scotland, written between the years of 1853-55 
Rameldry is “a large farm steading with dwelling house and garden occupied by Mr. David Ballingall, the 
proprietor is John Balfour, Esq., Balbirnie.”17 
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Fig.5. 1853-55 Ordinance Survey for Rameldry, Kettle Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.uk 
 

 
Fig.6. Rameldry, Kettle Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 



Rameldry is the ancestral home of the Ballingall family dating back to David’s grandfather, Thomas 
Ballingall (1693-1752) and is located about 1 ¼ miles southeast of the village of Kettle, presently called 
Kingskettle.  The 1855 Valuation Roll for Rameldry listed David Ballingall as the tenant and occupier of 
the property and the yearly rent or value of the property is listed as 387 pounds and 13 shillings.18 
 

 
Fig.7. 1855 Valuation Roll for Rameldry, Kettle Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David Ballingall (Line 108) 

 
The Tenancy of Higham, Dunbog Parish 
 
After deciding not to renew the tenancy lease at Little Feddinch, David, along with his youngest son, 
John took over the tenancy of Higham in Dunbog Parish, Fife in 1844.  According to the 1845 Statistical 
Account of Scotland:  “the parish of Dunbog is of irregular figure and diminutive extent.  It ranges from 
southeast to northwest, its greatest length not exceeding 4 miles; its extreme breadth being about 1 ½, 
and its least not more, perhaps, than half a mile.  On the north it is bounded by the parish of Flisk; on 
the east by a section of Abdie; on the south by Monimal; and on the west by Abdie…  From the farm 
house of Higham, which is perched on the summit, it descends precipitously to the level carse land that 
borders the Tay from Newburgh to Birkhill, and which is generally known by the name of the Barony.”19 
Higham is described as “a large farm house two stories high with extensive offices and thrashing 
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machine; all in good repair.  There is a garden and a large [unreadable] farm attached.  Tenanted by 
David Ballingall.  The property of Lord Zetland.”20 
 

 
Fig.8. 1853-55 Ordinance Survey Name Book for Higham, Dunbog Parish, Fife (OS1/13/41/16) 

 

 
Fig.9. Higham, Dunbog, Fife, Scotland, Photograph Courtesy of Mrs. Frances Black 
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The Valuation Roll of Higham 
 
Valuation Rolls are records of property ownership compiled for collecting local taxation.  The Lands 
Valuation (Scotland) Act was established in 1854.  This law established a uniform valuation of landed 
property throughout Scotland and included the yearly rent or rateable value of each property; the name 
of the proprietor, tenant and occupier of the premises.  Beginning in 1855 the farm of Higham was listed 
showing firstly David Ballingall as the tenant and occupier with the yearly rent or value of the property 
as being 582 pounds.21 
 

 
Fig.10. 1855 Valuation Roll for Higham, Dunbog Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David Ballingall 

 
Death of Sophia Ballingall 
 
David and Sophia Ballingall were married for 23 years and raised five children.  On Wednesday, 1 March 
1837 Sophia Ballingall died of consumption at the age of 52 at Cupar.22 
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Fig.11. Death Record of Sophia Ballingall (Last Entry), 1 March 1837, Cupar Parish Records, Crown 

Copyright 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Census Records and Voters Lists 
 
David Ballingall and his family are shown in the 1841 Scotland Census for Cameron Parish, Fife.  
According to this census David is listed as being 65 years of age and working as a farmer with the 
following children:  Elisabeth age 20 [sic]; George age 20 [sic]; Janet age 20; and John age 15 [sic].23 
 

 
Fig.12. 1841 Scotland Census for Cameron Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David Ballingall and Family 

 
The 1851 Scotland Census of Dunbog Parish, Fife listed David Ballingall as being 75 years of age, 
widowed and working as a farmer on 431 acres, employing 16 servants and residing with his youngest 
son, John who is 24 years old.24 
 

 
Fig.13. 1851 Scotland Census for Dunbog Parish, Fife, Scotland listing David and son, John Ballingall 

(Lines 1-2) 
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 The Fife Registers of Voters contain lists of individuals who were eligible to vote during the time 
the register is in force usually for a year.  David Ballingall was first listed in the year of 1832 which 
records him as being a tenant farmer at Feddinch and registered to vote on Monday, 24 September of 
that same year.25 
 

 
Fig.14. Fife Voters List for 1832 listing David Ballingall (Line 313) 

 
He is again listed as registered to vote in the year of 1846 and is the tenant and occupant of Higham.26 
 

 
Fig.15. Fife Voters List for 1846 listing David Ballingall 

 
Ballingall is also listed in the 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats as residing at 
Higham.27 
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Fig.16. 1852 Directory to Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Seats listing David Ballingall 

 
Dunbog Farm, Dunbog Parish 
 
In the year of 1858 David Ballingall received tenancy of Dunbog farm from the Marquess of Zetland.  The 
farm comprised of 1,200 acres and would be the primary residence of his son, John. 
 

 
Fig.17. Dunbog House, Dunbog Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Mrs. Frances Black 

 
 



Abdie Curling Club 
 
David Ballingall was the first known member of the family to become a member of one of Fife’s oldest 
curling clubs, Abdie.  According to the records of the Abdie Curling Club, Ballingall became an Occasional 
Member as early as 1845.28 
 

 
Fig.18. 1845 Annual of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club lists David Ballingall, Photograph Courtesy of 

The Royal Caledonian Curling Club 
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Ballingall would continue as an Occasional Member until the year of 1855 when he was no longer listed 
in the Annuals of The Royal Caledonian Curling Club. 
 
The Will of David Ballingall 
 
On Thursday, 31 August 1854 David Ballingall made out his Last Will and Testament.29 Since David 
already helped his eldest son, George with securing Aytoun in Dunbog Parish he focused on his youngest 
son, John, by giving him the tenancy of Higham including all his furniture and effects there.30 He also 
granted the new lease of the farm of Rameldry to John as well.31 Ballingall also appointed his cousins 
James Buist of Kirktonbarns and George Ballingall of Cookston as his executors.32 
 
The Death of David Ballingall 
 
Ballingall was suffering for many years with intestinal abdominal disease.33 He died on Monday, 8 
August 1859 at the age of 83 at Higham.34 
 

 
Fig.19. Death Record of David Ballingall, 8 August 1859 

 
According to the Fife Herald Newspaper “at Higham, on the 8th Inst., David Ballingall, Esq., in his 84th [sic] 
year.”35 He was buried in the Ballingall family plot in the Kettle Parish Churchyard in Kingskettle and his 
gravestone reads:  “David Ballingall, Tenant of Rameldry died at Higham, Parish of Dunbog on the 8th Day 
of August 1859 age 83.” 
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Fig.20. Grave of David Ballingall, Kettle Parish Churchyard, Kingskettle, Fife, Scotland, Photograph 

Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 

On Tuesday, 13 December 1859 an inventory was conducted on the estate of David Ballingall.  The 
inventory showed that the total amount of the estate in Scotland was valued at 10,204.19.2 pounds.36 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
36 Last Will and Testament of David Ballingall, 31 August 1854, Cupar Sheriff Court (SC20/50/30) 



 David Ballingall was born into one of Fife’s ancient agricultural families.  His father, George, was 
a tenant farmer of Rameldry, Kettle Parish for 58 years and his grandfather, Thomas, was a tenant 
farmer of Kettle Parish for decades.  David grew up on Rameldry and there he learned about agriculture.  
He would eventually assume the familial tenancy of Rameldry after the death of his older brother in 
1827.  Little Feddinch in Cameron Parish would be Ballingall’s first tenancy and there he would farm the 
lands, marry and raise a family of five children.  He held two nineteen year leases of Little Feddinch.  
Apparently the lands were not large enough and he decided not to renew the lease for Little Feddinch. 
 
 Along with his younger son, John, he took over the tenancy of Higham in Dunbog Parish in 1844 
on the Marquis of Zetland’s estate.  David resided at Higham for the rest of his life and would continue 
farming there well into his 80s.  In 1858 he likewise took over the tenancy of the neighboring farm of 
Dunbog.  In sport, he was a keen curler and a member of the Abdie Curling Club since 1845.  David 
Ballingall is warmly commemorated here in grateful esteem and recognition by his fifth great grand- 
nephew, Michael T. Tracy.  This work is dedicated to the Memory of David Ballingall. 
 
Memoratus in aeternum (Forever Remembered) 
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