
An Innkeeper of Cupar:  The Life of John Buist (1816-1893) 
By His Third Great Nephew, Michael T. Tracy 

 
The future innkeeper and builder of Cupar’s largest hotel establishment was born in humble 
circumstances on Tuesday, 16 April 1816 at Feddinch in Cameron Parish to Thomas Buist and Elizabeth 
Christie.1  In his early youth, he relocated to Cunnoquhie, Monimail Parish, Fifeshire where he worked as 
a butler.  He met and later married Boswell Angus on Friday, 27 April 1838 at Cupar.2 After his marriage, 
John Buist relocated to Cupar where he began a small grocery business and later began operating the 
Albert Inn which he would purchase.  John Buist would later lease the Royal Hotel and operate this hotel 
for 22 years.  Additionally, Buist would also lease the Tontine Hotel on Catherine Street in which he also 
was the innkeeper.  He was known to supply the best quality and his uniform civility and obliging 
manner commanded the respect of his customers.  The Tontine Hotel was Cupar’s largest hotel 
establishment in the area and Buist would later re-build the hotel and after 20 years he would retire 
from the hotel business.  He had a passion for horses and purchased many breeds as a Fife horse dealer.  
John Buist would later purchase Tailabout farm outside of Cupar where he raised his horses and where 
he eventually retired to.  This then is the narrative of the life and times of John Buist, an innkeeper of 
Cupar.   
 

 
Fig.1. John & Boswell Buist, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 
Early years 
 
John Buist was born on Tuesday, 16 April 1816 at Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fifeshire.3 He was the 
fourth child of Thomas Buist (1789-1829), Head Gardener of Feddinch, and Elizabeth Christie.  He was 
baptized on Sunday, 21 April 1816 at Cameron Parish Church in Cameron Parish.4 
 
 

                                                           
1 Baptismal Record of John Buist, 21 April 1816, Cameron Parish Records, Old Parish Records 412/0010 0273 
2 Marriage Record of John Buist, 27 April 1838, Cupar Parish Records, Old Parish Records 420/0050 0109 
3 Baptismal Record of John Buist, 21 April 1816, Cameron Parish Records, Old Parish Records 412/0010 0273 
4 Baptismal Record of John Buist, 21 April 1816, Cameron Parish Records, Old Parish Records 412/0010 0273 



 
Fig.2. Baptismal Record of John Buist, 21 April 1816, Cameron Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 

 
Fig.3. Cameron Parish Church, Cameron Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 

Michael T. Tracy 
 

Feddinch is located about “one-half a mile east by north from Winthank [and described as] a large 
farmhouse two stories high with office and thrashing machine all in good repair.  There is a garden 
attached and a farm of about 215 acres of arable land.”5 
 

                                                           
5 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 62, OS1/13/62/16 



 
Fig.4. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.5. Ordnance Survey Map showing Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 



 
Fig.6. Cottage at Feddinch where John Buist was born and raised, Feddinch, Cameron Parish, Fife, 

Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 

Marriage 
 
Buist later relocated to Monimail Parish and worked as a butler at Cunnoquhie.  It was in Monimail 
Parish that he met Boswell Angus who was born and raised in Monimail Parish.  Boswell Angus was born 
on Monday, 22 December 1817, the daughter of John Angus.6 They were married on Friday, 27 April 
1838 at Cupar.7 
 

 
Fig.7. Marriage Record of John Buist, 27 April 1838, Cupar Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
Cunnoquhie is located about 5/8 of a mile north-east by north of the village of Letham and is described 
as being “a neat and well-constructed house three stories high built in the modern style of architecture 
having suitable offices, large vegetable and flower garden.”8 
 

                                                           
6 Baptismal Record of Boswell Angus, 28 December 1817, Monimail Parish Records, Old Parish Records 448/0020 0121 
7 Marriage Record of John Buist, 27 April 1838, Cupar Parish Records, Old Parish Records 420/0050 0109 
8 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 53, OS1/13/53/26 



 
Fig.8. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Cunnoquhie, Monimail Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

 
Fig.9. Ordnance Survey Map showing Cunnoquhie, Monimail Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 

 
Fig.10. Cunnoquhie House, Monimail Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of James Allen 



John and Boswell Buist are listed in the 1841 Scotland Census for Cunnoquhie, Monimail Parish, Fife 
showing John as being 24 years of age and working as a male servant and his wife, Boswell is 22 years of 
age.9 
 

 
Fig.11. 1841 Scotland Census for Monimail Parish, Fife, listing John and Boswell Buist 

 
Family Life at Cupar 
 
From Monimail, the Buist family resided in Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife in about 1843.  John Buist opened a 
grocery business in Bonnygate, Cupar and in March of 1846 he acquired the property to the west of his 
grocery shop and converted it into a hotel naming it the Albert Hotel in Cupar.  According to the 
Fifeshire Journal Newspaper dated Thursday, 26 January 1843 “John Buist, grocer begs leave to return 
his sincere thanks to the public for the support he has received since he commenced business, and takes 
this opportunity to inform families in the town and neighborhood, that he continues to receive 
occasional engagements as Waiter at dinner parties, assemblies and generally where the services of an 
experienced attendant may be required.”10 
 
 

 
Fig.12. Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, 26 January 1843, Page 1 

 
 

                                                           
9 1841 Scotland Census for Monimail Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District Number 1, Page 27 
10 Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, Thursday, 26 January 1843, p. 1 



The couple had nine children who were mostly born in Cupar.  They were:  
  
John born on Thursday, 2 September 184111 and died in 1912;12  
Thomas born on Monday, 25 March 184413 and died on Monday, 30 November 1891;14  
Mary Ann born on Friday, 14 August 184615 and died on Friday, 7 May 1852;  
Elizabeth Boswell born on Tuesday, 27 April 185216 and died on Friday, 5 June 1920;17  
Mary Hay born on Tuesday, 28 June 185318 and died on Tuesday, 1 May 1928;19  
Robert born in 1854 and died on Friday, 19 May 1933;20  
Helen born on Wednesday, 20 May 185721 and died on Thursday, 16 February 1928;22  
Jessie Lillias born on Thursday, 20 January 185923 and died on Thursday, 11 January 1934;24  
George Alexander born on Thursday, 20 January 185925 and died on Sunday, 23 February 1941.26 
 
Hotel Keeper of Cupar:  The Albert Inn 
 
In about 1846 John Buist purchased his first hotel in Cupar, Fife.  He later that same year added a 
posting establishment.  According to the Fifeshire Journal Newspaper dated Thursday, 5 March 1846, 
John Buist ran the following advertisement, “Albert Inn, Bonnygate, Cupar.  John Buist respectfully begs 
to intimate to farmers, commercial, gentlemen and the public, which he has fitted up the above Inn in 
the most comfortable manner for their accommodation.  John Buist supplies breakfasts, dinners, tea and 
suppers on the shortest notice and on reasonable terms.  The wines, spirits, malt liquors are of the best 
quality; and the stabling extensive and commodious with lock up coach house.”27 
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Operations, Inc., 2010 
27 Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, Thursday, 5 March 1846, p. 1 



 
Fig.13. Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, 5 March 1846, Page 1 

 
The Albert Inn was located on the south side of Bonnygate presently 102-104 Bonnygate in Cupar and 
was described as “an inn or public house on the south side of Bonnygate and west of the north end of 
[Provost] Wynd having good stabling and carriage accommodation it is the property and at present in 
the occupation of Mr. Buist, innkeeper.”28 
 

 
Fig.14. Ordnance Survey Name Book for the Albert Inn, Cupar, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

In late 1849, John Buist expanded his business to include funerals.  He bought hearses and mourning 
coaches for the Albert Inn.  The Fife Herald Newspaper on Thursday, 3 January 1850 stated:  “John Buist 
begs to intimate that he has now got on his Premises, and ready for immediate use, Hearses and 
Mourning Coaches, suitable for one, two, four, or six horses, at Prices to suit the circumstances of all 
Parties.”29 
 
Tontine Hotel 
 
Sometime in October of 1850, John Buist acquired a lease on the Tontine Hotel also in Cupar.  He 
formally opened the Tontine Hotel to the public on Monday, 11 November 1850.  He continued to 
operate and manage this hotel until well after his retirement in 1872.  The lease of the Tontine Hotel 
held by John Buist was only for three years.  According to the Fifeshire Journal Newspaper dated 
Thursday, 5 January 1854:  “John Buist, whose lease of the Tontine Hotel, at Cupar expired at 
Martinmas, respectfully intimates that he has built a new range of stables and coach houses, and is 
getting a new hotel erected opposite the County Buildings, which will enable him to afford better 

                                                           
28 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 113, OS1/13/113/58 
29 Fife Herald Newspaper, 3 January 1850, p. 2 



accommodation…”30 The Tontine Hotel was located on the east end of St. Catherine Street and was 
described as “a large and well-constructed building adjoining the east end of the County Building.  It has 
good stabling and carriage accommodation.”31 Eventually, the Tontine Hotel would be demolished in 
1925. 
 
 

 
Fig.15. Old Tontine Hotel at Cupar, Photograph Courtesy of Fife Council Libraries & Archives 

 

 
Fig.16. Ordnance Survey Name Book for the Tontine Hotel, Cupar, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
 

                                                           
30 Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, 5 January 1854, p. 2 
31 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 113, OS1/13/113/64 



 
Fig.17. Ordnance Survey Map showing the Tontine Hotel, Cupar, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 
The Royal Hotel 
 
John Buist planned and built what he named the Royal Hotel in Cupar from about 1853 until 1854.  The 
Royal Hotel was completed on Thursday, 17 November 1853 and opened partially to the public on 
Tuesday, 16 May 1854 and was in full operation on Thursday, 8 June 1854.  The Fife Herald Newspaper 
reported it’s opening on Thursday, 29 June 1854 by stating:  “Notice of the Opening of the Royal Hotel in 
Cupar.  John Buist has built a large first class Hotel, with an extensive range of Stables and Coach 
Houses.”32 
 

 
Fig.18. St. Catherine Street, Cupar with Royal Hotel on right, Photograph Courtesy of Fife Council 

Libraries & Archives 
 

                                                           
32 Fife Herald Newspaper, 29 June 1854, p. 2 



He would operate this hotel for the next twenty-two years until he sold it to Mr. John Macqueen on 
Thursday, 13 April 1876.  According to the Fifeshire Journal Newspaper of Thursday, 13 April 1876 it 
reported, “The sale has been made of the Royal Hotel and posting establishment to Mr. Macqueen, his 
tenant by Mr. John Buist…”33 The building is still standing today on the north side of St. Catherine Street 
at the east end of the Episcopal Chapel in Cupar and was described as being “a large commodious inn 
three stories high with suitable offices attached in St. Catherine Street, the property of Mr. John 
Buist.”34 It would become the largest hotel and posting establishment in the County of Fife. 
 

 
Fig.19. Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, Thursday, 13 April 1876, Page 6 

 

 
Fig.20. Ordnance Survey Name Book for the Royal Inn, Cupar, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
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34 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 113, OS1/13/113/23 



 
Fig.21. Old Royal Hotel Building at Cupar, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael 

T. Tracy 
 

The Census Records 
 
The Buist family is listed in the 1851 Scotland Census for Cupar.  The family is residing on New Street 
with John listed as being 35 years of age, occupation is given as an innkeeper; Boswell his wife, as being 
33 years of age and the following children:  John age 9, Thomas age 6, Mary Ann age 4.35 
 

                                                           
35 1851 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District Number 5, Page 19 



 
Fig.22. 1851 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, listing John Buist and Family 

 
The 1861 Scotland Census for Cupar shows the family residing at 20 St. Catherine Street which is the 
Royal Hotel.  This census shows John Buist age 44 and a hotel keeper and horse hire; Boswell age 43; 
John age 19 being a bank clerk; Thomas age 17 being a waiter at the hotel; Elizabeth age 8; Mary age 7; 
Robert age 6; Helen age 3; George and Jessie (twins) both being age 2.36 
 

 
Fig.23. 1861 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, listing John Buist & Family 

 
According to the 1871 Scotland Census for Cupar, it listed John Buist as being 54 years of age and again a 
hotel keeper; Boswell age 53; and the following children:  Thomas age 27 a waiter at the hotel; Elizabeth 
age 18; Mary age 17; Robert age 16; Helen age 13; and George and Jessie ages 12.37 
 

                                                           
36 1861 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District Number 2, Page 1 
37 1871 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District Number 2, Page 1 



 
Fig.24. 1871 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, listing John Buist and Family 

 
The 1881 Scotland Census for Cupar Parish shows some of the family living outside of the town of Cupar 
now at Tailabout farm.  John Buist is 65 years of age and a farmer of 122 acres of land.  His wife, Boswell 
is listed as being 64 years of age with the following children:  Robert age 27 and working as a farm 
assistant; Helen age 24; Mary age 27 and Jessie age 22.38 
 

 
Fig.25. 1881 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, listing John Buist and Family, Page 1 

 

 
Fig.26. 1881 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, listing John Buist and Family, Page 2 

 
The 1891 Scotland Census shows some of the Buist family residing at 86 High Street in Auchtermuchty, 
Auchtermuchty Parish, Fifeshire.  John Buist was shown as being 74 years of age and living on private 
means; his wife Boswell is 73 years of age and the following children:  Thomas age not listed and was a 
retired cork merchant; Mary Hay age 37 and Helen age 33.39 
 

 
Fig.27. 1891 Scotland Census for Auchtermuchty, Auchtermuchty Parish, Fife, listing John Buist and 

Family 

                                                           
38 1881 Scotland Census for Cupar, Cupar Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District Number 9, Pages 15 & 16 
39 1891 Scotland Census for Auchtermuchty, Auchtermuchty Parish, Fife, Scotland; Enumeration District Number 5, Page 13 



 
Fig.28. Buist Residence in Auchtermuchty (Right), Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 

Michael T. Tracy 
 



  
Fig.29. Ordnance Survey Map showing Auchtermuchty, Auchtermuchty Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy 

of the National Library of Scotland 
 

A Fife Horse Dealer 
 
Sometime beginning in the year 1856, John Buist began to deal as a horse dealer.  He would buy, sell 
and train horses.  According to the Fifeshire Journal Newspaper for Thursday, 29 May 1856 it stated:  
“John Buist of the Royal Hotel intends in addition to his present business, to commence as a dealer in 
buying, selling and training horses for harness and saddle; and having engaged an experienced and 
skillful assistant, he respectfully solicits that patronage and support of the noblemen and gentlemen of 
Fife.40 Additionally, he would have horse sales every month at his stables. 
 
 

 
Fig.30. Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, Thursday, 29 May 1856, Page 3 

 
John Buist was also an insurance agent under his own name and worked out of the Royal Hotel.  
According to Westwood’s Parochial Directory for Cupar Parish in 1862, John Buist was listed as an 
insurance agent in Cupar.  The Directory listed him as follows:  “Buist, J. Royal Hotel, Fire and Life.”41 
 

                                                           
40 Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, 29 May 1856, p. 3 
41 Westwood’s Parochial Directory.  Westwood, A. Edinburgh:  John Menzies. 1862. P. 62 



Retirement and Farming 
 
On Tuesday, 12 December 1872 the Fifeshire Journal Newspaper reported that John Buist was given a 
retirement dinner at the Royal Hotel in Cupar.  “The customers and friends of Mr. Buist, to the number 
of about fifty, entertained him to dinner, in the Royal Hotel, on the afternoon of Friday; on the occasion 
of his retirement of the hotel business…Mr. Buist was noted for his honesty of purpose, integrity of 
action and thorough straightforwardness.  What he supplied was always of the best quality, and his 
uniform civility and obliging manner commanded the respect of his customers, both rich and poor, 
whom he treated alike.  Mr. Buist was an honest and warm-hearted friend.”42 
 
After his retirement from the hotel business, he purchased Tailabout, a farm with about 60 acres in 
Cupar Parish.  Here, he would farm the land along with his son, Robert Buist.  The Tailabout farm is 
located about a quarter of a mile outside of Cupar and is described as being “a large farmhouse two 
stories high with offices, thrashing machine and a flour mill all in good repair; there is a garden, and a 
farm of about 60 acres of arable land attached.”43 
 

 
Fig.31. Tailabout Farm taken in the 1890s by Valentine & Sons, Ltd. 

 

 
Fig.32. Ordnance Survey Name Book for Tailabout, Cupar Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of 

ScotlandsPlaces.gov.uk 
                                                           
42 Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, 12 December 1872, p. 2 
43 Ordnance Survey Name Books, Fife and Kinross-shire OS Name Books, 1853-1855, Volume 56, OS1/13/56/28 



 
Fig.33. Ordnance Survey Map showing Tailabout Farm, Cupar Parish, Fife, Photograph Courtesy of the 

National Library of Scotland 
 

In about the same time, he would purchase a residence at Angus Place in Cupar where he would reside 
at the time of his death.  He would make out his Last Will and Testament on Saturday, 29 October 
1892.44 
 
John Buist and his wife travelled to London to visit with their son, John and his family.  They stayed there 
for a short time.  The old former hotel keeper of Cupar died on Sunday, 12 February 1893 at his 
residence at Angus Place, Cupar at the age of 76 of Apoplexy.45 According to the Fifeshire Journal 
Newspaper of Thursday, 16 February 1893 “At Angus Place, Cupar, Fife on the 12th inst., John Buist, late 
of the Royal Hotel.”46 John Buist was buried on Tuesday, 14 February 1893 in the Cupar Extension 
Cemetery on Ashlar Lane in Cupar.  His gravestone read “John Buist late of the Royal Hotel, 12 February 
1893 aged 76.  Boswell Angus died 20 April 1900 aged 81, daughter, Mary Ann died 7 May 1852, and 
son, Thomas died 30 November 1891 aged 46.”  The gravestone is no longer standing and the 
approximate location of the family graves are photographed below. 
 

                                                           
44 John Buist Last Will & Testament, 29 October 1892, Cupar Sheriff Court (SC20/50/70), National Records of Scotland 
45 Death Record of John Buist, 12 February 1893, Cupar Parish Records, Statutory Deaths 420/00 0024 
46 Fifeshire Journal Newspaper, Thursday, 16 February 1893, p. 3 



 
Fig.34. Approximate Grave location of John Buist and Family, Cupar Extension Cemetery, Cupar, Fife, 

Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 
 

 
Fig.35. Death Record of John Buist, 12 Feb 1893, Cupar Parish Records, Crown Copyright 

 
The Children of John & Boswell Buist 
 
John Buist (2 September 1841 - 1912):  Their eldest son, John would become a successful accountant.  
He would eventually relocate to London, England where he would marry and raise a family.  He had 
three children:  Blanche Flora Buist, Hugo Massac Thomas Buist who would later become an 
accomplished author writing two books (Aircraft in the German War, 1914 and Rolls-Royce Memories:  A 
Coming of Age, 1926) and Marguerite Movedas Buist.  John Buist would die in London in 1912 at the age 
of 70. 
 



Thomas Buist (25 March 1844 - 30 November 1891):  He would help his father at his hotels and worked 
as a waiter.  Later in life, he worked as a Cork Merchant in and around Cupar.  He would never marry 
and died in 1891 at the age of 47. 
 
Mary Ann Buist (14 August 1846 - 7 May 1852):  The eldest daughter, she would die at the age of 5 and 
is buried with her parents at Cupar. 
 
Elizabeth Boswell Buist (27 April 1852 – 5 June 1920):  She would marry George Wilson at Tailabout, 
Cupar in 1876.  They would have one child, Boswell Buist Wilson.  Elizabeth Wilson would die at Angus 
Place, Cupar at her father’s former residence in 1920 at the age of 68. 
 

 
Fig.36. Elizabeth Boswell Buist, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 
Mary Hay Buist (28 June 1853 – 1 May 1928):  She would live most of her life at Angus Place, Cupar with 
her sister Elizabeth and her family.  She would never marry.  She would die at Angus Place in 1928 at the 
age of 74. 
 
Robert Buist (1854 – 19 May 1933):  After leaving Cupar, Fife he would arrive in Queensland, Australia in 
1884.  He would marry and have three children:  Helen Mary Buist, Boswell Angus Buist and Thomas 
Abernethy Buist.  He and his family would later relocate to Waipukurau, New Zealand where he would 
die in 1933 at the age of 79. 
 
Helen Buist (20 May 1857 – 16 February 1928):  After her parent’s deaths, Helen would move to Dundee 
where she lived the rest of her life.  She would die in 1928 at the age of 70. 
 
Jessie Lillias Buist (20 January 1859 – 11 January 1934):  She was the twin of George Alexander Buist.  By 
1903 she would relocate to Queensland, Australia.  She never married and lived quietly at Nambour, 
Queensland where she died in 1934 at the age of 74. 
 



George Alexander Buist (20 January 1859 – 24 February 1941):  He was the twin of Jessie Lillias Buist.  By 
1881 the youngest son of John and Boswell Buist, George Alexander Buist would move to London, 
England like his older brother, John.  He was a broker and by 1884 arrived in Queensland, Australia. 
 
 

 
Fig.37. George Alexander Buist, Photograph Courtesy of Michael T. Tracy © 2010 Michael T. Tracy 

 
He settled in Gympie, Queensland, Australia where he would marry and have two daughters:  Irene 
Boswell Adelaide Buist and Martha Latimer Buist.  He would later become Mayor of Gympie for one 
term in the early 1900s.  He would remarry after the death of his first wife and would die in 1941 in 
Gympie at the age of 82. 
 
The Innkeeper of Cupar 
 
John Buist built the largest hotel in the County of Fife of his time.  The Royal Hotel is a testament to one 
man’s determination and hard work.  He would run this hotel and others in Cupar with honesty and 
integrity.  Furthermore, he treated all guests with the same quiet dignity and straightforwardness no 
matter what their circumstances in life were.  He is commemorated here in grateful esteem and 
recognition by his third great nephew, Michael T. Tracy.  This work is dedicated to the Memory of John 
Buist. 
 
Memoratus in aeternum (Forever Remembered) 
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